Peter Yarde Martin

Nocturne

for Handbells (3-5 octaves)



This work was developed for Bellfolk Handbell Ringers as part of the Adopt a Composer
scheme, funded by the PRS for Music Foundation and the Philip and Dorothy Green Music
Trust, and run by Making Music, in partnership with Sound and Music and BBC Radio 3.

First Performance:
12 May 2018, St. George’s Church, Colegate, Norwich
Bellfolk Handbell Ringers, cond. Linda McCord

Performance Notes

‘Nocturne’ was inspired by the bright starlit skies over rural Norfolk in the process of writing and
developing this piece with the Bellfolk Handbell Ringers. The piece is essentially three different
versions of the same melody, which grow increasingly complex.

The first version is a lullaby melody with gently pulsing accompaniment, like the first stars that
begin to appear in late evening as the sky darkens. The second melody at letter ‘C’ is a big chorale,
depicting the appearance of larger dazzling constellations as the night progresses. The glittering,
ever shifting accompaniment from letter ‘F’ mirrors the way in which the night sky shifts and
changes over the course of the night, the planets moving in their own spheres and the
constellations slowly turning around the earth.

This piece may be performed by 3 to 5 octaves of handbells. If 3 octaves are used, the notes in
brackets should not be played, even if they are in the range of the handbells being used. This is so
that melodic lines retain their original shape.

PYM, April 2019



for Linda McCord and the Bellfolk Handbell Ringers
This work was developed as part of the Adopt a Composer scheme,
funded by the PRS for Music Foundation and the Philip and Dorothy Green Music Trust,
and run by Making Music, in partnership with Sound and Music and BBC Radio 3

Nocturne

Peter Yarde Martin
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